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.| - . - TUERB ARE GROWING INDICATIONS THAT PRESIDENT SADAT R
4. . . . HAY SELECT A MILITARY OPTION, o - o

| i - sadat. Develops
Plans and Capabilities to Exercise Military Option.® S
; 'Th;s.yarnipqnappraiaal‘raviawed new Egyptian contingency ol
.| Planning for offensive operations; Skdat's order for =~ . 1
o hia‘axmedmfoxces to be fully prepared for war'by the
and‘qﬁ March; the Soviet rearmament Df Egyptian B
- militagx;_aqﬁ&gypbﬁan force assessmeht; and the portents .
' of hostilities. This appraisal concluded that while - - . _ i}
. Sadat preferred a political solution to the Middle Past . 4
- erisis, he had taken the highly praghatic steps of re-
. arming the Bgyptian armed forces and preparing a deliber~ .
ate offensive plan ip the event diplomatic negotiations
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a N . (78] /NFD} In spite of political and economic
R . Esctors which mitigate against Caird choosing the war o
- ' ." option at this time,. there are convincing military in- . . . F,
- Qicationg that point to the increasdad possibility of ST
- war, .. Theré are indicators similar to. those observed SR
. prior to October 1373 that reveal Egypt.may be planning O F
oo a major military action:on or abouti28 March. A stra- . ...
. tegia,ex&t@ise‘ia echeduled to begin between the 27th .
and the 29th and is to continue through at least 3 April, = -
This activity has the potential.of being a cover for . . i
*  either a large-scale offensive in be Sinai or a more . 4
2w o - dimited operation against Iﬁraeli;ffailities--w Buch as .
«- .y  the abu Rudeis 0il flelds -~ on the!Gulf of Suez. SR
o {78 _NFD) Since the collhpse of the step-by~ - ]
SRR - ' 8tep negotiating effort, the follow ng indicators may - .,
e - also :qflechJSadat'awdacision4ho;im“lemant”hisﬂoffanéive b ?
. eontingency plan: '_i,'. . o S 7
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' — ‘.l‘he stmt@glc eyexcise "Abu RuclaJ,S/Suez-fr“ in= S
“wolving at least’ air force navy, and commando
entities was initially to x nce at 2200Z- on : ;
27 March, but may have been postponed until 14003 5
on the 29th, 2 . i
4 ‘
. == Live firing by air defense .a,nd navy um.ta a.s
: sm\eduled for 27 and 28 Mm:ich. ,
- i
D e ‘ - - T he s .y
e M.x: defense;. ground, amd m!wal units wexe noted -
RS ¢ N incmeased readiness pos!rurfesw after 21 March.
- : i . ! |
:‘ , (’J.’S NFD) 'rhe overall Pétt.em of recent o
: tiap militery actions smince Sagat's ordered re- ... .'I.5
T ormnt.afl;iqn of his forces is interjpretad as an ordexly
~ | Tprocess. pf preparatibn fo:r war: that: is rapidly nearing 7 0
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